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| tory? At the sound of that word “Whig,” a 
ton | 47ain.of memories awakens, stretching back to, 
ad campuses have to.do with present 

Dns < the earliest: history of the 
tation. * Yet rely bo > Agee dae 
viata in Broddway, in the St. 


_ “Qld faces glimmered in the doors, 
Nor was tho meeting en ae it 
Muth as we have-forgotten, we have 
not altogether forgotten, let us trust, how no- 
bly earnest in his love of country, how high 
in hope; how strong’in faith for the land he 


oo another delusion, and many a shining 
Anope, perhaps, in the flight of years. He looks 
beck upon the partisan warfare of past time, 
arte Dhge Big Aaa fal a ‘and around upon the partisan warfare of to- 
ad an than teen anot eatin tei | aay, With something of solemnity in his supe- 
ete jthree weeks ago. Tior gaze, and speaks of the mad drift of ‘sel- 
fishness, sectionalism and reckless ambition 

that involves us..now, with a not unpro- 

phetic sternness. - What’ does it matter, 

Indeed, which party wins this election or 

that, if all the while the nation dwindles, 

‘and the vigor of our national ‘feeling 

dies away.. Where are to-day the strifes of 

‘party in which ten, twelve or twenty years ago 

Pe ae mre Oe tee. eben zainined. Ky bee 

Who remembers them—who has profit- 

bal Loves fad WI Vey WW Pours, 

standing idiy by, Co” sed tis put 

roth mle ieee of the nation 
jeoparded—the very institutions of the land 
shaken to their base? We may not accept, 
‘}"periiaps, Mr. Currrenpzn’s interpretation of the 
{questions which havé been brought into issue 
e-}belore the country in recent years. We may 
not agree with him, perhaps, in our interpreta- 
Se Abuntty tight vet withess . | tions Of national policy. But who can refuse his 
08 the olden time. |‘ earnest assent to the condemnation which this 

1 Inst Shick proved strue and honest public servant, tried for many 
years in the service of the State, and not found 

: So op arate into which our 
: -men and public parties have gradually 
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But, however this may nn webesmne oa ag hy 


y smapbopar. trial. 10a Sell pet the! feel! ; 


hateaii ogi’ in which primary meetings pat 
their trust. If any decent man in this City 


may bé, Without examination.’ If not, let him 
take the pains to sift every man’s antecedents 
who offers. to assume a respons'‘bility so tre-. 
mendous; of ‘accept the consequences of his’ 
shameful and senseless dereliction of duty. 
EEE 
The Labor Market. 

It appears that, perhaps as part of the Win- 
ter. operations for the relief of the - poor, the 
Governors of the Alms-house talk of ‘hiring 
out one hundred and fifty or two hundred: of. 
the male prisoners on Blackwell’s Island, to a 
firm in this:City, at the rate of from twenty to 
fifty cents a day. Side by side with this intel- 
ligence, comes the news that a large number of 
laborers have been discharged from the works 
on the Central Park, and on the new reservoir, 
and that on the latter the men are employed 
at eighty cents a day. There is in short, every 
possible indication,that the approaching Winter 
will be. one of severe suffering to the ‘poor. 
Business is still languid,and employment scarce, 
and large numbers of working men will, for 
want of such labor as can only be conveniently 
carried on in Summer, find . themselves 
during the long nights and cold days before 


as without any better support for themselves 


or their familiesthan their savings, if they 
have made any. Under these circumstances, 
the obvious and imperative duty of everybody 
who has any influence in the matter is to keep 
the labor market as open as possible, to re- 
move all fetters and impediments from compe- 
tition, and to facilitate in every possible way 
the access of those who need employment to 
those who have employment to give. 

The project which the Governors have under 
their ‘consideration ‘proposes to do the very 

reverse of all this. It proposes to bring into 
the market some ‘hundreds of convicts 
to compete at nominal wages.. with .the 
honest poor; to increase the difficulty which 
working-men are .about to experiencé in 
earning an honest livelihood, ~and; con- 
sequently, to force. them to fall back upon 
crime as the last and only resource of help- 
less misery. Too many of them. are Jikely to 
be forced into this course without any such 
stimulus as convict competition. 

One. of the uses, and, in fact, the grent 
use of & penitentiary is, to deter people out- 
side its walls from the commission of. crinie, 
In so far as its whole organization and arrange- 
menis do not..contzibute to. thig. object, it ia 
net only not an advantage, but a positive nui- 
sance, and we have no hesffation in saying 
that, in converting it into  cheap-labor dépdt, 
it is entirely diverted from its legitimate pur- 
pose. The saving to the public’ of twenty 
or fifty cents a day ‘per. head to be effected 
by this contrivance is no answer to our argu- 
‘ment. The public musthave prisons, and jt must 
keep them atits own cost. It has no right to 
take the bread from the mouth of the poor in 
order to shift a portion of the burden‘from its 
shoulders: The decent people outside .the 
prison ought to form the first object efther of 
State or Municipal solicitude, -It is for their 
security and comfort that prisops are estab- 
lished, and not for their hindrance’ or annoy- 
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will be-able to stop.” 

The proveéding belongs to sls Sechlden ap 
tem of lavishing the public 
rapidly infecting alf our public bodies, and. which’ 
is saddling upon our community an intolerable 


load of taxation We trust the Courts will 
check. it promptly and. effectually. The Gov- |: 


ernors Will need ‘all’ the money they can hon- 


public money which is.|' 


estly lay their hands on -for the relief of the: 4 


Poor of the City during the coming Wintér. 
They should not be permitted. to waste itin 
gratuities to individuals, whatever may be 
their deserts. 
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The Papal Abduction. 


In reply to 9 memorial recently presented to |’ 


the President by a Jewish meeting in Phile- 
delphia, soliciting action by our Government: 
‘in the Mortara affair, General Cass has writ- 
ten a lettér, in which he says that, it being the 
settled policy of the United States to abstain 
from all interference in the internal concerns 
of foreign countries, the Government deems it 
proper to adhere to the established principle 
which has heretofore regulated its conduct in 
its intercourse with other nations... This an- 
swer of the Secretary of State, which refuses 
the prayer of the Philadelphia memorial,.is 


based on grounds which General Cass totally 
ignored a few years ago, when, as the.spokes- 


man, in the Senate, of the religious sentiment 
of the country,,he required the Government 20 
far to interfere in the affairs of foreign nations 
as to‘demand the rights of sepultare for Prot- 
estants in Catholic countries. 


But the Secretary of State is not as correct 
asa Secretary of State. should be, when he 
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Sexes Saarinen sets cant: Enzuro gave them ¥s 
all. the dirt they wanted for $258,975. . Th 107, 
their supply cost some $295,000. 

These figures eights te eal cence aL 
would be difficult to make them so accurate that 
one would be willing to swear to. them, for the: 
published financial: tables give them uniler three: 
heads ; one of “ sppropriations,” one of.“ Piomconesg poyent: 


€ 
“ 


insinuates that there’is ne precedent for such | 


action as the. Administration has just been 
solicited to’ take in the Mortara business. It 
will.be remembered. that .a precisely similar 
memorial from a meeting of Israelites in this 
City, in the year 1840, on the subject .of the 
persecution of the Jews in Damascus, was 
replied to by Mr. Forsrra—then oceupying the 
place which General Cass now holds—with 
the satisfactory announcement that the Presi- 
dent hadven anticipated the wishes of the 
memorialists. The persons who were then 
suffering -under. tyrannical oppression. were 
not citizens of the:United States.’ They were 
simply.what Mouo.a Mo is—snbdjects of 
a foreign country ; yet-Mr- Van Buren deem- 
e@ their safferings a ‘sufficient plea ‘the 
aid: which: the. moral supgott of ‘tie 1 

States conld afford, and he caused Mr. “Gx: 
pox—then the American’ Consul at ‘Moxan: 
dria-—to be written to ap-folows; 

“ Jn common with all civitizea ations, the United 
States have learned with horror the atrocious crimes 
imputed te the Jews of. Damascus, and. the cruelties 
of which they have been:the victims. The President 
fully participatesin the publite feeling, and he cannot 
refrain from expressing equa) surprise and pain that, 
in this advanced age, such unnatural practices should 
be ascribed to any portion of the religious world,and 
such barbarous measurés be resorted to in order.to 
compel the confession of imputed guilt, The offences 
with which these unfortunate people are charged re- 
semble too much ‘those which, in less enlightened 
times, were made the pretéexts of fanatical persecu 
tion or mercenary extortion, to permit a doubt that 
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make.the streets viable and pot merely a 
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